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> Its WELL-KNOWN THAT spotting signs of cancer at an early stage significantly in- creases the
possibilities of surviving the disease. In India, government projects, in- cluding the National Programme
for the Prevention and Control of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Disease and Stroke, recognise this
necessity. These programmes have given special emphasis to checking for cervical, oral and breast
cancers-they con- stitute a third of all cases of the disease in the country before symptoms appear. Yet,
suc- cessive National Family Health Surveys have revealed that a very small percentage of people in the
vulnerable age group-those over3oyears of age-get screened for ma- lignancy.

» Turning 1,50,000 health and wellness centres (HWCs) into nodal points for can- cer detection under the
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) could have proved to be a game
changer. The introduction of screening facilities at these primary healthcare centres could have reduced
accessibility-related problems to a great extent. But a Niti Aayog report has flagged "huge gaps" in the
performance of these HWCs. Less than 10 per cent of these centres had completed one round of
screening for non communicable diseases, including cancer, says the report.incurred losses while trading
inthe F&O segment. The average loss was pegged ataround Rs 1.1 lakh.

» The SEBI Chairman had, last November, expressed surprise over people trading in this segment,
despite the odds not being in their favour. In 2023, areport titled "Gamification of Indian equities" by Axis
Mutual Fund had estimated the derivatives to cash volume ratio in India at 422. In comparison, the ratio
was 36 in the case of Germany and nine for the US. The report had attributed the surge in derivatives
trading to changes in the contract structure, higher leverage, and the ease of trading facilitated by
trading apps.Inthe comingyears, as more individuals join the labour force, more will channel their money
into the stock market. They will need to be educated not only about the workings of the market, but also
abouttherisks stemming from various investment products.

> In the recent past, the stock market regulator has taken action in the case of financial influencers,
asked small and mid cap funds to conduct stress tests, and spoken about froth in certain segments of the
market. It most continue to place investor protection front and centre.CTHE SIGNSGovernment must
heed alarm bells in Niti Aayog report that flags gaps in cancer detectionIn recent years, India has done
well in piloting low-tech approaches to cancer screen- ing that can be delivered at scale by community-
level workers. AB-PMJAY makes use of these technologies. Global experience shows that the trust
enjoyed by grassroots-level pro- fessionals is a big positive when it comes to screening people for
diseasesthat may notshow any symptoms.

» The government, therefore, did the right thing in roping in ASHA workers in its project. However, it does
not seem to have invested adequately in the next steps. Given the low awareness of the disease, it was
imperative that these frontline pro- fessionals were educated about cancer prevention protocols and
trained to use the screen-ingtechniques.

» Much beforethe Nlll Aayog's study, analyses conducted with smaller sample sizes had underlined that
ASHA workers should be sensitised to risk factors, symp- toms and, in fact, the need for screening itself.
These studies also emphasised the need to improve the working conditions of these low-paid and
overburdened workers. The AB- PMJAY also refers to such imperatives. The NIl Aayog's study underlines
that the up- grades have not been undertaken in adequate measure.The Union Ministry of Health has
designated the Noida-based National Institute for Cancer Prevention and Research as a training hub. The
institution's expertise must be summoned for screening malignancy. Experts agree that such instruction
can be given online and professionals receiving such training can educate others. Reducing India's cancer
burden will require effortsin several directions.
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>  INDIA HAS made the testing and sampling of Ethylene Oxide (ErO) residue for all spice shipments
toSingapore and Hong Kong mandatory from May 7, the com- merce and industry ministry said on
Wednesday. The ministry said that a techno scientific commit- tee conducted a root cause analy- sis,
inspected processing facilities and collected samples for testing in accredited labs after reports on
recall of India spice products from Singapore and Hong KongThe Spice Board India has taken steps to
ensure the safety and quality of Indian spice exports to Singapore and Hong Kong.

»  TheBoard organised a stakeholder consultation involving over 130 exports and associations such as
All India Spices Exporters Forum and the Indian Spice and Foodstuff Exporters' Association," the com-
New Zealand looking into Indian spice brands over contaminationHyderabad: New Zealand's food
safety regulator on Wednesday said it is investigat- ing possible contamination in spice products of top
Indian brands MDH and Everest after they faced scrutiny in other countries. The United States and
Australia have been look- ing into contamination after Hong Kong last month susmerce and industry
ministry said in a statement. The ministry added that guidelines for Eto treatment has also been "reiter-
ated" to all exporters.A government official said that rejection rates of spices are low and that export
sample failures are one off in nature.

»  "Therejectionrate of spices is less than 1 pernt MSCI May review: 13 stocks added, three companies
excluded ENS ECONOMICBUREAU MUMBAI, MAY 15ate for MSCG INC has included domesabove tic
stocks including Canara Bank, JSW Energy Mankind Pharma and period NHPC in its Global Standard
Index, resulting in an increase in the country's weight in the index to close to 19 per cent from the cur-
rent 18.3 per cent. MSCl indexes are globally tracked by investors who allocate funds based on the
weightage given to countries and mber stocks7 pero, ac-mpleate in3 was6 perln thewasWith addition
of these stocks the MSCI Globalmber Standard/Emerging Market (EM)bove Index, the country is
expected tobove Inness a net inflow of upwardsat around 8 per cent from 2015 until October 2020.
However, since November 2020, we have more than doubled our represen- tation, currently standing
at18.3 percent,"hesaid.

»  Therise in the country's weight in the index is due to India's standardised Foreign Ownership Limit
(POL) in 2020; robust performance by Indianeq uities, particularly in the midcap segment, leading to
numerous in clusions in every review, and rel- ative underperformance by other EM packs, especially
China. "We should anticipate manymore inclusions in the EM Index. Wara consistent flow from Dil
(dotha constitutional investors) (domestic institutional investors) now steady Fllpended sales of three
spice blends of MDH and one of Everest, saying they contained high levels of a cancer-causing
pesticide, ethylene oxide.Singapore ordered arecall of the Everest spice mix.

» Inastatement to Reuters, the regu lator, New Zealand Food Safety, said it is aware of the overseas
recalls. REUTERScent of the total quantity exported by us to major jurisdictions. India exported about
14.15milliontonne of spicesin FY24 and 200 kg, is a small quantity that has beenrecalled," a commerce
min- istry official said. The official added that the sample failure for Indian exports remains low at 0.1 per
centtoo.2percent while sample failure forimports from other countriesis ato.73 per cent. "One sample
being impacted is not a big issue," the of- ficial said, adding that India also rejects samples from many
coun- tries at times.The official added that EtO is a fumigant type of product that is used during
transportation and that some amount of pesticide is allowed in the process of food management.
Different countries also have prescribed varying lim- its of chemicals that can be pres- ent in food, the
official said.Hong Kong on April 5 banned four products of Indian manufac- turers MDH Pvt. and Everest
Food Products Pvt. in the country citing presence of pesticide, ethylene ox- ide. The products included
MDH's Madras curry powder, sambhar masala mixed masala powder and curry powder mixed masala.
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GS-Il : Trouble with a ceasefire

> Benjamin Netanyahu's immediate worries are not the hostages but saving himself from the arrest
warrant of the International Criminal Court and his government. After weeks of delay, in a surprise move,
Hamas accepted the ceasefire deal at last. Hamas's sudden agreement may not have pleased Netanyahu
and some of his cabinet members, who are adamant about more fightingter hitting constant dead ends.
Strangely, Hamas hast been playing tough Its leaders, many of them to think they have on a ceasefire deal
violent extremists, seem "won" the war because Israel seems to koutin have Gaza. Thisis bizarre, keeping
inmind the magnitude of destruction and loss of life Palestinians have endured.

» The mastermind of the October 7 attacks, Yal shya Simwar, is safe in Gaza's tunnels and recently
emerged for sunlight. He has managed to keep more than 130 hostages in captivity and is the final au
thority on the deal from Hamas's side. He does not seem concerned about a ceasefire deal evenif thereiis
afamine-like situation for or dinary Gazans. He appears to be banking on more strategic failures by Israel
and the dele gitimisation of the tragedy of October 7.Much to Sinwar's liking, many "progres world are
sive minded people standing for a "free Palestine" without much condemnation of his religious ideology
ortviolentmeans employed by himinthe name of liberation.

» Moreover, the Israeli army has failed to catch him for over seven months and the US and European
countries have warned Brael against increasing ground operations in Rafah, where threetol four
battalions of Harmas are reportedly intact. across the theAs reflected in the ongoing student protests in
the US and other places, many have blamed Israel for the calamities faced by civilians in Gaza. Benjamin
Netanyahu's immediate wor ries are not the hostages but saving himself from the arrest warrant of the
International Criminal Courtand his government.

> After MAY 16,1984, FORTYYEARS AGOBUSH REASSURES INDIAUSVICE PRESIDENT George Bush
said his country's friendship with Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka did Inot mean that there was
aUS planto encircle India Buah said, "We do not want to see India threatened" He reiterated his country's
firm.commitment to a strong and united India. The U LIS did not terested in good relations between India
and want a militant Pakistan and was deeply in Pakistan, he saidand Mary Allen, were handed over by
their captors to the Jaffina bishop, Rev Deodupillai Reports said the American couple were hale and
hearty. The Allens were kidnapped from their residence at gunpoint on May 10 by members of the
People's Liberation ArmyPM ON TERRORPLA HOSTAGES FREED THE KIDNAPPED AMERICAN couple,
StanleyNational Democratic Alliance leaders that the PRIME MINISTER MRS Indira Gandhi told the
governmentwastakingall necessary stepsto cursviolence and terrorismin Punjab.

» The government, she said, was greatly concerned about the Punjab situation, Mrs Gandhi said the
government was maintaining informalNew Delhiweeks of delay, in a surprise move, Hamas ac cepted the
coasefire deal at last. Netanyahu and his war cabinet had already instructed the army to evacuate more
than 2,00,000 people from Ratah and move in with ground forces. Hamas's sudden agreement may not
have pleased Netanyahu and some of his cabinet members, who are adamant about more fight- ing War
is often a means to politics, are many on the Israeli side and the Palestinian side rejecting the ceasefire. so
them Soon after Hamas' agreement the details of this are still vague-there were more popular protests
against Netanyahu, Families and friends of hostages have been blocking significant highways in Tel Aviv
and Jerusalem. sitting in front of ministers' homes and offices for an immediate ceasefire. The Israel.
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Democracy ylostitute, a prestigious think tank found that more than 56 5 per cent of Israelis want their
government to make a deal and not military operations in Rafah or out any carry out a other parts of
Gazalf this deal goes through, Israel will receive 33 hostages (both dead and alive) in the first round, and
round, which will see another30-odd the ceasefire has sto stay fort thened the hostages set free. It will go
along way for families of hostages and for the people of Gaza who also rejoiced when the news came out
that Hamas is agreeing to a ceasefire.The writer is associate professor and director. Centre for Isruel
Studies, Jindal School of International
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GS-lll : India’s merchantise trade gap widens to 5-month high in Apr

» However, one looks close, the picture is net that grather ending in 2018- In the five year period -19 (pre-
Covid, the ecun d 419 lakh crore in terms of yalded mal GDP However in the ending 2023-24 next five yea
mars lakh added just crore as the pandernuc darupted economic activities sor the rThis should be the nest
governmenthestartingpointThere areareasthatfive areasthrdinThe firstis reviving private in vestment.

» The government has been very active on the capes finut which has kept the Dock tidang in the
infastructure front Heavy investments in mads and railways Through backwant bekages have driven
growth in sectors s sectors such as steel, cement,machunery mals, fut this is only and chemic the story.
The private sectio doit part, Private compa nies tut on profit native and return on capital is the primary
metus for any invest ment decision. But, for return to be mran ingful, demand u necessary. The PLI
scheme has had limnedThe aps 1.1 the agents that tea theen sightly command210f 2014 they are befind
2001 wenn wed 105 e 200mors that have and Phases 103. The tine, then turnout higher in noly tituencies
withthe hand (4 Uttarakhand whe war poem gratthan mesin 2010 the gemwhwerw.

» The drop in tumout in wate won by the NDA in 2019 had a more than two-fold drop in tumout as
compared to seatswan by the INDIA bloc In seate won by the BJP in 2019 the drop pintune which is similar
tothe 14 ppdrogeinturnoutinseats w INDIA in 2019. Within NDA, there is not much differmerin the drop
inturnout in seats won by the BJP as against seats won by other NDA partren-21 pp drop and 2.6 pp drop
respectively As against this there has been asliglitincrease in tumout (0.5 pp) in seats which were held by
non aligned partiesNext government's things-to-dosa good 2.9 points lower Maharashtra MP Rajasthan
and Gujarat are the other big stars where the tumout drop-among women fun been higher than men
resulting in higher mes-women gap Only in four major states o far has women's turnout seen a higherin
cmase than men (Assam, Chhuttigarh and Kamutaka) or has seen a lower decmase than the decene
anong menWest RemalWhat conchinions can we draw?

> Fist there national patjat many specific factors that ant leading to fans in the block ofang INC an
Belangan the simsitune in Kamataka and ty of state and national elections andhra the higherede long
standing state lievel parties and the f of the population with the first Chef may have med the tes going
phasesin the find eartland and Wind Bengal the turnoueg pe Tnv &voung thas in the raffier phases, which
may denser the hean wems, the final tuo 20134 will not be too different than in 2016 Howeves the causes
of the turtout staying within this high range of more than 15 per cut seem more localland and variegated
thanin2019The were resentfiencewith the than adhyamlt hasto create jobs, turn around farms and make
India part of global supply chainshold savings have been deciming.

» Whiletaking a harderlook at the existing tax structures, the the g government canalsorecnosiderthe
old tax scheme and provide har ther avenues for savings The third action point in not directlyder the
control of the government as it rehas been visible in the mobile phone, solar panels sectors, and | partly in
electric vehi cles su far. Widening schemes schemes fo for SMEs can the PU to include be something that
should be taken up. Providingincentives tike investiment allowance would worth experimenting with.

» The second focus ama shunald be an in creasing household consumption Household consumption in
the last last few years- has been volatile the government's part, it can fill up all the the pent up demand
haring the pandemicled to a surge sors and partly need to be fo That's why we nanufactured goods. form
touram sectors doingw mand fun hospitale spitality and However de consumer goods has not quite taken
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off. In fact t rplus capacity in one reason that investments in this sector have been mut huted. Add to this
high inflation and demand has been further compressed. Rural demand too has b output been weak as
farm was affected last year due tea sublates to employment generation.

» Thisrevolves around the private sector though, onin ouderto increase consumpoon, the governutient
hastowork.on and reconsidertaxrates. The comen ne of individuals direct the fiscal side disposable in tan
giup by lowering sates and rationalising the GST fast has also been observed that housevacant positio ons
prov Job creations, But only taking widing a small pushite with consumption off, will investments nie,
creating the required employment opportunities on Four a decisive stance needs to be taken agresilture.
The farm laws, which faced of opposution, must a lot of opposu on the be brought back ision table and
should be discussion t bated and discused w 10 ede with various lobbies able solution can be that an
acceptable. mached Government participation in farm ing through state cooperatives must be artively
considered. This is because any crop failure that percipitates an increase in prices becomes a cause for
government interven tion. Furth rther, the government's stance on agricultural tra trade needs to be
clearly enun cuted, which will p provide wide more certainty to the farmers.

» Having a standardised aperating procedure for procurement and dis tribution in absolutely necessary
so that there is less scope for knee-j jerk reactions Lastly, the fan on futures trading in prod- ucts like
oibheeds, pulses and certals should be revokind and greater space must be made far the market to
operate as this has the po tential | to improve overall productivitythrough robust price discovery process
Fifth, making India an integral part of global supply chains. The would mean en- teting into more free
trade e agreements with large trading partners. In the last five years or so, there has been significant ac
enleration in services exports with the IT sector taking the case in merchandise exports. This been the
needs the lead But the same has hor to changelt is also expected that the government will work
aggressively onlowering the fis cal deficit over the next few years, While the target of 45 per cent probably
bea tof GDP will most achieved by 2025-26, the im portant ortant thing th is to move towards the 3 per
contmark. This willmquire deft balancing by the next givernment.

» globaldemand in Deweten.countries and a surp surge in gold imports, India's podstrade gap widened a
five month high of $153 billion in Apell with a 10 per cent pump in Imperts and 1 per cent price in exports,
datareleased by the commerce and industry minestry on Wednesday showedWhile goods export in April
disyeara $3400lionwas 100 per cent higher compared to the $3452 billionin April 2003, im ports surged at
a much faster pace, widening the trade gap to $19.1 billion in April this year compared to $14.34 billionin
April last yearDriven by asharp surge in guldimports, total importsin April surged 10.25 per cent to $54.09
billion compared to $49.06 billion during the year ago period. "India's merchandise tradedeficit widened
sharply to $19.1billionin April 2024 from $14.4 billionin the year-ago-month.

» The widening in the non-oil deficit in April 2004 compared to April last year was entirely driven by a
tripling in gold imports. partly aided by the surge prices. Aditi Nayar, Chief Economist Head Research and
Outreach KRA Ltd said in gold EXPORTS UP 1%, GAP WIDENS TO $19.1 Apr 2023 May 2023Jun 2023Aug
2023Sept 20230ct 2023-Smart Cammemaz Eratury MinistryAccording to official data, gold im ports
jumped 208.99 percentto $3.11billionin April this year comparedto ST billionin April last year.

» Importsinthe 'petroleum, crude & products category also jumped by 20.22 per centto $16.46 billionin
April this year compared to $13.69 billion last yearNayar said that nearly half of the widening in the
aggregate merchandise trade deficit be tween April 2023 and April 2024 was on an of the surge in theNov
2023-2023-55-4.09 bms-19.1 bn534.99 bn2024-2024Mar 2024-Apr 2024value of gold imports amid the
rise in global prices"The main drivers of export growth have been electronic, or ganic and inorganic
chemicals, drugs and pharmaceuticals and petroleum products have done well. These elour sectors have

38818810183 18818810184
Q@ Pushpanijali Palace, Opp. Alankar Jewellers, Boring Road Chauraha, Patna - 800 001

Tio Frdticon EXIESS o) | S




g | 1|

Thie Jndian EXDICSS (e
Daily News Analysis Anmst'iﬁtse :ﬂ:s':fgcl

done extremely well," commerce sec retary Sunil
Barthwal said. "Gold imports are well withinthe
average trend. It is not an ex- ception and it is not
alarming Because of conflicts and geo-pol itics,
central banks are buying gold. " |

» Thereis aprice effect too. AsIngrowcape AGGAM |
WALISeer gal prom have a SOUMYAREN may
appear very hight tone Bantawal added Ona
sequential basi, imports AS INDIA DELHI April -
declined by $3.19 billion other resuese while exports [z
shn unk by Bot, the official data showed top ;
executives While experts in March stood at |-
companies hem $417 billion, import came in at
15728 billion As far as services exports are trends 2
seen onary forward paa disonanceGDP |
powthconcerned. Indiaregistered asharp 14 peront
jump in April to $29.57 billion compared to $25.78
billion in April 2023, Imports also jumped 21.56 per
cent to $16.57 billion compared to $13.96 billion Data showed that electronic variation betwcems over
thein private capand question bustness of copickonggupinr.

» TheAsianMay Banalystgoods exports continued their upward trend with asharp 25.80 percentjumpto
526.51 billionin April compared to 52107 billion exports List April India's petro leum products exports also
Jumped 3.30 per cent to $6.61 bil lion compared to 56-42 billion However, engineering goods, which is
among the biggest ex-port categories, slipped by 3.17 per cent to 58.66 billion com- pared to $8.94 billion.
Weak ex port trend in the gms and jew elry category continued as exports slipped by 6.90 per cent to
$22.57billioninApril 2024comparedto s.
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» However, one looks closet, the picture is net that ghtlarward ending in 2018- In the five year period -19
(pre-Covid, the ecund 419 lakh crore in terms of yalded mal GDP However in the ending 2023-24 next five
yea mars lakh added just crore as the pandernuc darupted economic activities sor the r This should be the
nest governmen the starting pointThere areareas thatfive areas thrd in The first is reviving private in
vestment. The government has been very active on the capes finut which has kept the Dock tidang in the
infastructure front Heavy investments in mads and railways Through backwant bekages have driven
growth in sectors s sectors such as steel, cement,machunery mals, fut this is only and chemic the story.
The private sectio doit part, Private compa nies tut on profit native and return on capital is the primary
metus foranyinvest mentdecision.

» But, for return to be meaningful, demand u necessary. The PLI scheme has had limnedThe aps 1.1 the
agents that tea theen sightly command210f 2014 they are befind 2001 wenn wed 105 e 200mors that
have and Phases 103. The tine, then turnout higher in noly tituencies with the hand (4 Uttarakhand whe
war poem gratthan mesin 2010 the gemwhwerwThe drop in tumout in wate won by the NDA in 2019 had
amore than two-fold drop in tumout as compared to seats wan by the INDIA bloc In seate won by the BJP
in 2019 the drop pintune whichis similartothe 14 pp droge inturnoutinseats wINDIAin 2019.

» Within NDA, there is not much differmerin the drop in turnout in seats won by the BJP as against seats
won by other NDA partren-21 pp drop and 2.6 pp drop respectively As against this there has been a sliglit
increase in tumout (0.5 pp) in seats which were held by non aligned partiesNext government's things-to-
dosa good 2.9 points lower Maharashtra MP Rajasthan and Gujarat are the other big stars where the
tumout drop-among women fun been higher than men resulting in higher mes-women gap Only in four
major states o far has women's turnout seen a higher in cmase than men (Assam, Chhuttigarh and
Kamutaka) or has seen a lower decmase than the decene anong men West RemalWhat conchinions can
we draw?

» First there national patjat many specific factors that ant leading to fans in the block ofang INC an
Belangan the simsitune in Kamataka and ty of state and national elections andhra the higherede long
standing state lievel parties and the f of the population with the first Chef may have med the tes going
phasesin the find eartland and Wind Bengal the turnoueg pie Tnv dvoung thas in the raffier phases, which
may denser the hean wems, the final tuo 20134 will not be too different than in 2016 Howeves the causes
of the turtout staying within this high range of more than 15 per cut seem more localland and variegated
thanin2o019The were resentfiencewith the thanadhyamlt hasto create jobs, turn around farms and make
India part of global supply chainshold savings have been deciming.

» While taking a harder look at the existing tax structures, the government can also recno sider the old
taxscheme and provide hartheravenuesforsavings The third action pointin not directlyder the control of
the government as it rehas been visible in the mobile phone, solar panels sectors, and | partly in electric
vehi cles su far. Widening schemes schemes fo for SMEs can the PU to include be something that should
be taken up. Providing incentives tike investiment allowance would worth experimenting withThe
second focus ama shunald be an in creasing household consumption Household consumption in the last
last few years- has been volatile the government's part, it can fill up all the the pent up demand haring the
pandemic led to a surge sors and partly need to be fo That's why we nanufactured goods. for m touram
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sectors doing w mand fun hospitale
spitality and However de consumer
goods has not quite taken off. In fact t
rplus capacity in one reason that
investments in this sector have been
mut huted. Add to this high inflationand
demand has been further compressed.
Rural demand too has b output been
weak as farm was affected last year due
teasublatesto employment generation.

» This revolves around the private
sector though, onin ouder to increase
consumpoon, the governutient has to
work.on and reconsider tax rates. The
comen ne of individuals direct the fiscal
side disposable in tan giup by lowering
sates and rationalising the GST fast has
also been observed that housevacant
positio ons prov Job creations, But only
taking widing a small pushite with | 1524
consumption off, will investments nie,
creating the required employment b1
opportunities on Four a decisive stance
needstobetakenagresilture.

» The farm laws, which faced of
opposution, must alot of opposu on the be brought backisiontable and should be discussiont bated and
discused w 10 ede with various lobbies able solution can be that an acceptable. mached Government
participationinfarmingthrough state cooperatives must be artively considered. This is because any crop
failure that percipitates an increase in prices becomes a cause for government interven tion. Furth rther,
the government's stance on agricultural tra trade needs to be clearly enun cuted, which will p provide
wide more certainty tothe farmers.

» Having a standardised aperating procedure for procurement and dis tribution in absolutely necessary
so that there is less scope for knee-j jerk reactions Lastly, the fan on futures trading in prod- ucts like
oibheeds, pulses and certals should be revokind and greater space must be made far the market to
operate as this has the po tential | to improve overall productivitythrough robust price discovery process
Fifth, makingIndiaanintegral part of global supply chains.

» The would mean en- teting into more free trade e agreements with large trading partners. In the last
five years or so, there has been significant ac enleration in services exports with the IT sector taking the
case in merchandise exports. This been the needs the lead But the same has hor to changelt is also
expected that the government will work aggressively on lowering the fis cal deficit over the next few
years, While the target of 45 per cent probably bea tof GDP will most achieved by 2025-26, the im portant
ortant thing th is to move towards the 3 per cont mark. This will mquire deft balancing by the next
givernment.
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» Conflict and violence trig gered 69,000 displace- ments in South Asia in 2023, with Manipur violence ac-
counting for 67,000, according to a new report. The report by the Geneva-based Internal Displace ment
Monitoring Centre (IDMC) termed it the highest number of displacements triggered by con- flict and
violence in India since 2018.0n May 3, 2023, a 'Tribal Soli- darity March' was organised in Ma- hipur's hill

districts to protest against the Meitei community's de- mand for Scheduled Tribe (ST) sta- tus.
» The march led to ethnic clash- es between the Meitei and the Kuki communities, ultimately claiming

more than 200 lives. The Manipur High Court had in March last year called for recommendations to be
sent to the Union government to recognise the Meitei community as a "Scheduled Tribe," an official sta-
tus designed to protect minorities from marginalisation.67,000 The call was met with resistance from
other local STs, including the Kukis. Land disputes were also an underlying driver of the tensions.
"Protests turned violentin Chura- chandpur district on May 3, and the violence spread to other dis- tricts,
including Imphal East, Im- phal West, Bishnupur, Tengnou pal, and Kangpokpi, triggering around

displacements,"the report said.
» Chart 1 shows in- ternal displacements in India each year, between 2009 and 2023. An internal

displacement refersto the forced movement of a person, within the borders of a country. This term refers
to the events or occurrences that cause people to be displaced internally and not the number of
individuals displaced. Also, the same set of people can bedisplaced several times over.More than three-
quarters of thereveals 69,000 displacements inmovements took place within Ma- nipur, but almost a fifth
were tothe neighbouring State of Mizoram and smaller numbers to Nagaland and Assam. As the violence
esca- lated, the Union government im- posed curfews, shut down the in- ternet, and dispatched security
forces. It also set up relief camps and established a peace commit- tee for Manipur but the initiative was

hampered by disagreementsaboutits composition.
» Chart 2 shows the internallydisplaced people currently living in India. This term focuses on the

individuals who have been dis- placed and gives the number of persons displaced at the end of ev- ery
year. At the end of 2023, there were 0.61 million such persons in India. The report said that 68.3 million
people worldwide were displaced by conflict and violence as of 2023. Over the past five years, the number
of internally displaced people resulting from conflict has increased by 22.6 million, with the two biggest
increasesin 2022 and 2023. 2023Map 3 shows the country-wise number of internally displaced persons as
of 2023.Fighting in Sudan, the Demo- cratic Republic of Congo and the Palestinian territories accounted

fornearly two-thirds of new move- ments of people due to conflictin 2023.
» Throughout 2023, there were six million forced move- ments of people caused by the vio- lence in

Sudan more than in the previous 14 years combined. It is the second-highest number of forced
movements within a year after Ukraine's 16.9 million in 2022. World over, in 2023, the number of internal
displacements (occurrences) resulting from con- flict was 20.5 million.Displacements can also happen
due to natural disasters. If those numbers are included, the total in- ternally displaced persons goup to a
record 75.9 million (7.7 million by disasters) by the end of 2023.
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